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1
BUCKET FILLER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on Provisional Patent Applica-
tion Serial No. 60/339,456, filed Dec. 14, 2001.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to devices for conveying
water from a faucet to a container.

2. Description of the Prior Art

There have been previous inventions that can convey
water from a faucet, but none in the prior art are equivalent
to the instant invention.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,784,184, issued on Nov. 15, 1988, to
Christopher G. Gates, discloses an elastic drip silencer and
funnel. The funnel is elastic and fits around and under the
faucet. The instant invention is distinguishable, in that it has
an expandable foam portion that fits around the faucet.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,682,620, issued on Nov. 4, 1997, to David
L. Stoltz and Max E. Murphy, discloses a drain cable
apparatus, including a hose that may be coupled to a faucet.
Again, the instant invention is distinguishable, in that it has
an expandable foam portion that fits around the faucet.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,758,690, issued on Jun. 2, 1998, to Jurgen
Humpert, Eckhard Gransow and Bernd Bischoff, discloses a
hose-type pull-out faucet, in which a spout is connected to
a base by a hose that can be pulled out. The instant invention
is distinguishable, in that it is designed to be attached to the
end of a faucet’s spout, rather than between the spout and a
base.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,098,212, issued on Aug. &8, 2000, to James
M. Rogan, discloses a plumbing apparatus for aiding in the
snaking of drain pipes, with a flushing water tube connected
to a flexible hose that can be attached to a faucet. It does not
disclose an expandable foam portion that can fit around the
faucet, as in the instant invention.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,345,397, issued on Feb. 12, 2002, to Mark
A. Haubrich, discloses an outdoor faucet attachment, which
is an S-shaped tube, without an expandable foam portion as
in the instant invention.

U.S. Pat. No. Des. 454,942, issued on Mar. 26, 2002, to
William J. Selby, discloses a design for a safety hose.

None of the above inventions and patents, taken either
singly or in combination, is seen to describe the instant
invention as claimed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is an apparatus for filling buckets,
pails or other containers with water or other fluid from
faucets, and a method of filling containers with fluid using
the apparatus. The apparatus comprises an attachment unit
or funnel that is placed over a faucet, a hose, and a tip at the
opposite end of the hose with a hook to retain the bottom end
of the hose in the bucket. In a first preferred embodiment the
attachment unit is configured for standard faucets. In a
second preferred embodiment the attachment unit is config-
ured for contemporary faucets.

Accordingly, it is a principal object of the invention to
provide an apparatus and method for transferring water from
a faucet to a bucket, which reduces the risk of spills and
resulting possible personal injury and/or property damage.

It is another object of the invention to provide an appa-
ratus for transferring water from a standard faucet.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an
apparatus for transferring water from a contemporary faucet.
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Still another object of the invention is to provide an
apparatus and method that may be used to transfer any liquid
from a faucet to a suitable container.

It is an object of the invention to provide improved
elements and arrangements thereof in an apparatus for the
purposes described which is inexpensive, dependable and
fully effective in accomplishing its intended purposes.

These and other objects of the present invention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the follow-
ing specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective environmental view of the first
preferred embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the first
preferred embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional perspective view of the funnel
for the first preferred embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional perspective view of the hose tip
for the first and second preferred embodiments of the
invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective environmental view of the second
preferred embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional perspective view of the funnel
for the second preferred embodiment of the invention.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea-
tures consistently throughout the attached drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The present invention is an apparatus and method for fluid
transfer, which designed for but not limited to filling buckets
with water.

FIG. 1 is a perspective environmental view of the first
preferred embodiment of the invention. Water flows from
the standard faucet A, with a horizontal arm B and a spout
C at a right angle from the arm, through the attachment unit
or funnel 10, the hose 12, and out the tip 14, into the bucket
D. The tip has a hook 16 to retain it on the side of the bucket.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the first
preferred embodiment of the invention. At the upper end of
the hose is a male coupling 18 with exterior threads 20 that
engage interior threads in a female coupling in the lower
portion of the attachment unit. At the lower end of the hose
is a male coupling 22 that is inserted into a female coupling
in the upper portion of the tip, and permanently attached by
glue or other suitable means. Between the couplings, the
hose is flexible and reinforced with helical ribbing 26.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional perspective view of the
attachment unit for the first preferred embodiment of the
invention, showing an upper opening 28 for the standard
faucet, a channel 30 for fluid, a female coupling 32 with
interior threads 34, and a bottom opening 36. The attachment
unit is made of a solid foam that is flexible and resilient,
preferably plastic or rubber with a closed cellular structure.
The attachment unit is generally cylindrical, with a flat
circular top face (not shown in FIG. 3), a flat circular bottom
face 38, and a curved side 40 between the top face and the
bottom face. In the first preferred embodiment, the upper
opening 28 is in the center of the top face, and the channel
30 is cylindrical and shares a common axis with the cylin-
drical shape of the attachment unit.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional perspective view of the hose tip
14 with hook 16, which is the same for the first and second
preferred embodiments of the invention. The hose tip has an
upper opening 42, a female coupling 44, and a bottom
opening 48. The hose tip is preferably made from hard
plastic.
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FIG. 5 is a perspective environmental view of the second
preferred embodiment of the invention, which is the same as
the first preferred embodiment, except for attachment unit
50, which is suitably dimensioned and configured to receive
a contemporary faucet E, with an upward sloping arm F and
a spout G that is at an acute angle from the arm.

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional perspective view of the
attachment unit 50 for the second preferred embodiment of
the invention, which is the same as the attachment unit for
the first preferred embodiment of the invention, except that
it has its upper opening 52 in its curved side 54, and has a
curved channel 56. Also shown are the flat circular top face
58, the bottom opening 60, and the female coupling 62 with
interior threads 64.

The invention also includes methods of using the
apparatus, with the following steps:

1. Assembling the invention by screwing the attachment

unit onto the end of the hose opposite the tip with the
hook.

2. Placing the attachment unit over the spout of a faucet.

3. Placing the tip inside a bucket, pail or other container,
with the hook passing over the side the container to
retain the bottom end of the hose in the container.

4. Allowing fluid to pass from the faucet through the

attachment unit and the hose into the container.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited to the embodiments described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the
following claims.

We claim:

1. A fluid transfer apparatus, comprising:

a hose with a first opening and a second opening;

an attachment unit made of a solid foam material that is
flexible and resilient, said attachment unit having a first
opening suitably dimensioned and configured to
expandably receive and retain a faucet, a second open-
ing that can be connected to the first opening of the
hose, and an interior channel for fluid between the first
opening and the second opening;

wherein the attachment unit is generally cylindrical with
a flat circular top face, a flat circular bottom face, and
a curved side between the top face and the bottom face;

wherein the second opening of the attachment unit is in
the bottom face;

wherein the first opening of the attachment unit is in the
top face; and

a tip at the second opening of the hose, and an immovable
hook projecting from the tip, whereby the tip is adapted
to be retained inside a fluid container, with the hook
passing over a side of the container.

2. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 1,

including:

a male coupling at the first opening of the hose, said male
coupling having a threaded exterior surface that can
engage a threaded interior surface in the second open-
ing of the attachment unit.

3. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the hose is flexible except for the tips and the male
coupling.

4. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein between the tips at the first and second openings,
the hose is reinforced by a helical ribbing.

5. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the attachment unit is made of a material selected
from the group comprising plastic and rubber.
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6. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the material that the attachment unit is made from
has a closed cellular structure.

7. A fluid transfer apparatus, comprising:

a hose with a first opening and a second opening;

an attachment unit made of a solid foam material that is
flexible and resilient, said attachment unit having a first
opening suitably dimensioned and configured to
expandably receive and retain a faucet, a second open-
ing that can be connected to the first opening of the
hose, and an interior channel for fluid between the first
opening and the second opening;

wherein the attachment unit is generally cylindrical with
a flat circular top face, a flat circular bottom face, and
a curved side between the top face and the bottom face;

wherein the second opening of the attachment unit is in
the bottom face;

wherein the first opening of the attachment unit is in the
curved side; and

a tip at the second opening of the hose, and an immovable
hook projecting from the tip, whereby the tip is adapted
to be retained inside a fluid container, with the hook
passing over a side of the container.

8. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 7,

including:

a male coupling at the first opening of the hose, said male
coupling having a threaded exterior surface that can
engage a threaded interior surface in the second open-
ing of the attachment unit.

9. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 8§,
wherein the hose is flexible, except for the tips and the male
coupling.

10. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein between the tips at the first and second openings,
the hose is reinforced by a helical ribbing.

11. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein the attachment unit is made of a material selected
from the group comprising plastic and rubber.

12. The fluid transfer apparatus according to claim 11,
wherein the material that the attachment unit is made from
has a closed cellular structure.

13. A fluid transfer method, comprising the steps of:

connecting a hose to an attachment unit made of a solid
foam that is flexible and resilient, said attachment unit
having a first opening and a second opening that is
connected to a first opening of the hose, and said
attachment unit also having an interior channel for fluid
between its first opening and its second opening;

placing the first opening of the attachment unit over an
opening of a faucet;

placing a second opening of the hose in a fluid container,
the hose being retained inside of the fluid container by
an immovable hook extending from a tip at the second
opening of the hose, with the hook passing over a side
of the container; and

allowing fluid to pass from the faucet through the attach-
ment unit and the hose into the fluid container.

14. The fluid transfer method according to claim 13,

wherein

the hose is connected to the attachment unit by screwing
a tip having an exterior threaded surface at the first
opening of the hose into an interior threaded surface of
the second opening of the attachment unit.
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